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Okay, we are live on YouTube, and there is about a 20-second delay, if anyone is in this meeting 

and also watching, I recommend don't watch it, it just gives you a time line... Alright, so it's 1:59. I 

think we could start letting everyone in if you like... Sure, Bailey. Thank you.  Would you like me 

to do that Joel? 

 

For those of you who have just joined us, we're gonna formally start in a minute or two, we wanna 

leave some time for people to come in, and as you arrive, you will find yourselves muted and at a 

later stage, we will have a hand-raising capacity and the host can unmute you for your comment, so 

that will all be explained again, but I think we'll give it at least two more full minutes before we get 

started, so it's only just two o'clock...  

 

Thank you all for your patience, we're just giving a little time for people to join the call, so I... 

 

We’ll  just give it one more minute that'll make it 2:05, and there may well be people who join after 

that, but we wanna make sure we have as much time as possible for everyone, so we will start in 

one minute... Okay, everyone, it is 2:05 PM on Saturday, June 27th, 2020.This is the Tivoli 

community listening session. 

 

Thank you all very much for joining this afternoon. 

 

I'm village of Tivoli Mayor Joel Griffith, and I welcome you all, and thank you for being here. 

 

Technically, this is an official Village Board of Trustees meeting because we have three or more 

trustees present, and as such, under the rules for Open Meetings Law during the covid pandemic, I 

wanna make sure everyone understands that this meeting is being recorded, there will be an audio 

file and a video file that is being generated, it's also being live-streamed on YouTube at this 

moment, and a transcript will also be produced and publicly available following the session. 

 

I wanna thank the Dutchess County Commission, excuse me, the Dutchess County Human Rights 

Commission, and the Bard College Center for Civic Engagement for their help in pulling off today's 

event. 

 

In a moment, I'm gonna ask the Village Board of Trustees to introduce themselves. Then I will read 

a statement of purpose about this event, and then I will turn the meeting over to our two moderators 

from the Dutchess County Human Rights Commission. 

 

I know not everyone is able to participate today, and also we may not be able to fit everyone's 

comments in the next two hours, so I want to make sure that you all know that the village board 

welcomes and encourages further correspondence in the coming days. We are gonna keep this sort 

of comment wave open until July 6, which is another week, and also everyone will be able to watch 

this video in a day or two and ever after at Panda 23.org. Now, I would like to please ask the 

Village Board of Trustees to introduce themselves, if we could begin with the deputy mayor, please. 

 

Hey there. 

 

Emily Majer, Deputy Mayor, class of 95, and I've lived in Tivoli since 1990.  Trustee Susan Ezrati, 
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trustee since 2007, Tivoli resident for one more year than that.  Hey everyone... I'm Jeanann 

Schneider. I've been a resident here in Tivoli  for probably close to 20 years now. 

 

There you go. Hi Everyone I Angela Cole I'm in my first term as Trustee, I’ve lived in the village 

Tivoli for the past 16 years. And really look forward to hearing what everyone has to say. 

 

Thank you, Village Board of Trustees. The following is our statement of purpose regarding this 

event. Over the past several weeks, all of us have watched the growing national and global unrest, 

we as your board of trustees, have received correspondence from many of you about policing in our 

village. 

 

So we are here with open hearts and open minds to actively listen to what you... Our community has 

to say.  In order to truly hear you, we will not be responding today, today, we listen... In the days 

ahead, we will revisit what you have told us and work together with you to formulate how we as a 

village will move forward. 

 

This is only the first step we will take together, now I'd like to please turn it over to today's 

moderators who will introduce themselves and lead us for the next two hours. Thank you very 

much. 

 

Thank you Mayor Griffith; Good afternoon everyone. Thanks for joining us. My name is Freddie 

Garcia, I'm joined by my colleague Bailey Williams, and we're both from the Dutchess County 

Commission on Human Rights. Our goal today is to serve as moderators and ensure that as many as 

possible voices are heard, but before we start, we do have a few kind of ground rules that we hope 

everyone follows.  As the Mayor said, if we don't get to you today, feel free to reach out so I have a 

two ways to do that, you can email any comments and you can follow up with the Mayor of Tivoli 

or you can head to the village’s website where all the trustees are listed with their names, numbers 

and emails.  So for the ground rules, when you're called by Bailey, my colleague, please make sure 

to state your name and your connection to Tivoli, so that'll be whether you're a resident you live 

here, whether you work in Tivoli or you’re guest of Tivoli. You're also welcome to send your 

address privately to the email that I previously stated while sharing your comments, please refrain 

from using names of any person or individual in keeping things general as much as possible, you 

will have three minutes for all your comments once we reach three minutes, I'll interrupt, not that I 

like to, but I will interrupt in order to make sure that we can move the meeting along and again to 

comment, you will have... So if you go to the participants tab on the bottom, on the bottom right 

there is a raise your hand button, so if you click that, my colleague Bailey will see it and she'll make 

sure to call you in the appropriate order. 

 

Bailey, the floor is yours. 

 

Okay, I'm scanning the participant list now, so if anyone would like to make a comment, please just 

click that raise your hand button, and as soon as I see your hand is raised, I'll call you on you in the 

order in which I see it lit up. 

 

Okay, I see Amy Breedlove. 

 

So I will unmute you now, so... And you have three minutes. 
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Hi, Well, my thing is, this is not a Quaker meeting, so silence can only go on for so long, so I 

wanted to just jump in and say that I am really thankful that Mayor Joel and the board of trustees 

has had this today for all of us to listen, and to speak, I think my thing was that I didn't really plan 

on speaking today as much as listening to what other community members have to say, but again, I 

didn't want the silence to go on for too long. 

 

I think there's been a lot of really interesting debate in social media, so I... 

 

I would hope that today we could see each other in this form and get some of these discussions out 

in this way, and having you from the commission here to help us navigate through the discussion, I 

thought was a really powerful thing to do. So I wanted to thank you all and just kind of open it up 

that way... Thank you. 

 

Next, I see Ken McCarthy, I can’t get my video to work, but I-I... I'm actually really here. 

 

And what are we exactly talking about, the way the police operate within Tivoli? is that the topic... 

It is our understanding that is a listening session about, I think in terms of police, but also there are 

other grievances that people have reached out to the trustees or the mayor in terms of concerns. 

 

Okay, so the other ones kind of general, but if... But specifically, I would say, Why do we have 

mostly the state troopers, but sometimes other branches of the three different law enforcement 

agencies that are always floating around, Why are they playing got you?  Got with us all the time, 

hiding in the shadows and trying to catch people going three miles over the speed limit or not 

coming to an absolute 100% complete stop. Is that really serving us? And I also have to say, and 

maybe some people have had this experience too, that when you do go to Tivoli court with things 

like that, I don't know, you're experience, my experience is I've been treated very disrespectful. I 

don't know if there's other people who also had that experience when they are in a Tivoli court 

room, I imagine I can't be the only one. 

 

And if we're what, we're talking about, let's talk about it, and why is it going on and why is it 

permitted to go on? 

 

KenThank you. And again, this is a listening session, so the mayor and the trustees are just kind of 

again, taking it all in, they will respond and we'll have other follow-up discussions on that. 

 

Thank you. Anything else? 

 

No, that’s it.  Alright, thank you, Ken... Are you a resident? Work here, 180 years. I've been here 

before Rip Van Winkle? 

 

No, only 21 years. 

 

I’ve lived in Tivoli; thank you, Ken. 

 

I see Walker Bankston, so I will unmute you. 

 

Yeah, hi. So I think a lot of people share, as I'm a bard student who lived in Tivoli last year, I think 

a lot of people share a similar concern that... I've spoken with the police before, I've had the police 
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come into my house when I was listening to music because of violation of the noice ordinance once 

that wasn't even all that loud, and I think that that is a huge problem that makes a lot of people feel 

unsafe in this community, especially people of color, and I think that... I can't even find a place in 

the law where it directly refers to the police being allowed to enter your home when they hear a 

noise violation, but nonetheless, they seem to do it. I've spoken with the police on multiple 

occasions here, and they seem to have the impression that the village is inviting them into students 

homes and other people in the community’s homes. 

 

So just any sort of actual fleshing out of the meaning, your intention behind that and where that 

exists in law would be really, I think is crucial to see from the town itself. 

 

Yeah, thank you, Walker 

 

Great, next, I see Samantha Hunt, I’ll unmute now. 

 

Hi, I'm Samantha Hunt, Tivoli resident for 11 years. Just wanted to share two experiences that my 

family had with the police to maybe start a question about ideas of what policing means in terms of 

a horrible idea of making something normal, and that's frightens me when we have ideas of 

normalcy that are very, very limited. So my children were sitting on top of the hood of our car, 

dancing on top of the car, whatever they do it all the time, and someone drove by and thought that 

was inappropriate, called the cops on me, and the sheriff showed up and started to question my 

mothering, and I really had to keep my temper, I just wanted him gone, I didn't want my daughters 

to know that he had even shown up because she looked like the Terminator too, he wouldn't... If he 

sunglasses really frightened us and told me when he left that he was keeping my name on a list 

then, and I've said it is it illegal to have your kids dance on the roof of your car, and that wasn't even 

a discussion, so that was one instance, and then the other was, my girls and I were walking in a 

blizzard, and it was Red Hook police came up behind us and told us that it was unsafe to walk in a 

snow storm and... My daughters are quite young. And that kind of fear that they were spreading 

really alarmed me and horrified me quite honestly... And I'm not saying that this is general, but to to 

how police operate in Tivolibut it makes me fearful for someone who maybe is more vulnerable 

than I am, I'm really vocal, and I'm white and I'm heterosexual, and I think God what if these ideas 

of normalcy are allowed to thrive, it's terrifying to me. 

 

Can I do a... But we do... Sorry, and he wants to speak to... Joel This is just a question I have that 

maybe Joel or sort of the trustee is gonna answer in brief, so that we can discuss it or think about it, 

which is, What does the village of Tivoli pay for policing? Who is it paying? And what are we 

getting for that? What is the contract with the Police Department indicate, so that we can analyze it 

and decide whether it's working for us, so I just wanted to see if we could throw that information 

into the mix. 

 

Thank you. 

 

So again, since this is a listening session, the board isn't going to answer questions right now, but I 

do know on the website there is a fact sheet that they released with the press release for this meeting 

that may or may not have the information that you're looking for... But I'm sure the board will 

address it at a later time... Next up, I have on the list. Tye Holtzman, I'll unmute you now. Hi I’m a 

resident and bard student, I lived here for about a year. And I wrote a little bit about my experience 

with how the community sort of acted around policing, but on June 1st, 2019, I moved into my first 
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apartment in Tivoli; I and my two housemates were cooking a late dinner with three of our friends 

around 9:00 at about 9:30, when the burgers were almost done, my neighbor across the street who 

had not had before entered our house unannounced and without any of us answering the door, she 

briefly introduced herself while we stood there, shocked that a stranger had just entered our new 

home and immediately proceeded to explain the noise ordinance to us, and tell us that if we were 

ever too loud, she would likely not even contact us directly, but that she would simply call the 

police. 

 

The next day, I found out that she had done the same thing to two houses next to mine, I remember 

saying to a friend that day, thank God there aren’t any black students living around that woman, 

because I knew that she would willingly put their lives in danger for the sake of the noise ordinance, 

this is not what a strong and caring community looks like, and I wouldn't call that community at all, 

and this is how many people in the village respond to noise, we need to create an alternative to this 

unnecessarily unnecessary policing in Tivoli. It's unacceptable to put black residents at risk like 

this, perhaps the village could hire someone who was unarmed and does not have a history of 

policing to ask residents to quiet it down when it is after 10 PM. A hotline could be distributed to 

residents to call when they have a noise complaint, this is just an idea, but an alternative to the 

current situation is imperative, similarly with other wise like the ordinances around public urination, 

I think are completely unnecessary. I think there's no need for our residents to be arrested and put in 

harms way, especially during Covid when it's an extra danger for residents to be using public 

restrooms are going to other people's houses. There are too many ordinances in Tivoli that 

encourage policing and encourage the police to arrest and or harass students specifically along with 

other people in the town for very unnecessary reasons. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Next I’ll be unmuting Leith Iugu.  Are you good? 

 

Hi, my name is Leith Iugu and I’m a bard student, and I've also lived in Tivoli for the past year 

now, but for the past two summers sort of intimately as well to Tye’s point, a lot of these ordinances 

that is invite an overwhelming police presence for the nature of this neighborhood, it's a low crime 

area. It is a rural, it a suburban, it is largely populated by families and students that can much, very 

easily communicate with one another if we were to develop that full of network because of the size 

of the community. On one occasion, I came home, some friends were driving me back to my house, 

I live on Woods Road, which is a little further from where a lot of the other students live, and there 

was a police car parked by my house, no reason... No idea what was going on. There was one police 

man kind just circling the perimeter of the property, and another at the door banging, I texted one of 

my housemates who was home to try and find out if they knew what was going on, if they knew 

that there were police outside, and I was with two other friends, one of which was white, and they 

went up to the policeman, told me to wait in the car at the parking lot across the street where the 

nursing home is. So we were out of site mainly of the vehicle, and as what was going on, and the 

police had been called, because three cars had been triple parked in my driveway, and one of them 

were sticking out into the road about four inches and somewhat had called the police to inform us to 

move it, the third car, and that is just that kind of aggression and indirectness, so much fear and 

danger, and a lot of people just by that presence being here is absolutely unnecessary for a 

neighborhood like Tivoli. 

 

So yeah, thank you. 
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Next, so I have Madeline Buzzby, I will unmute you now. 

 

My name is Madeline, and I am a Tivoli resident, I live right on the corner of Broadway and 

Montgomery, I’m a recent Bardgraduate. 

 

I'm gonna read a little statement, and in general, I just have some questions about how, again, the 

police enforce the noise ordinance laws and nuisance laws and how that could be putting people in 

danger, specifically people of color in our community, and I'm gonna speak about some things that 

I've observed, but I'm not going to go into detail for the sake of the people that it happened to... In a 

previous board of trustees meeting at the beginning of June, it was mentioned that there was 

possibly an assumption that the incidents that were sent to Mayor Joel in an email didn't actually 

happen until or potentially happened on bars campus or elsewhere. And I'm here to tell you that 

racism and police brutality is happening in Tivoli.  It is happening in Tivoli, and I've seen it. 

 

I have friends that it has happened to. Right on the corner here, as we all know, there is an increased 

police presence during the school year, on the weekends, specifically, I think we all assume it's to 

enforce the noise ordinance, but what I've witnessed from my bedroom window, pretty much every 

weekend is a police car sitting outside of Hotel Tivoli stopping students, mainly students of color on 

the way back from the shuttle stop, students who are going to their friend's house to their own 

home, to the bar, people who are residents of this town and people who are visiting and searching 

them, and at least to the best of my memory on four accounts, those searches that I had observed 

became arrests and they were pretty violent and intense encounters. On one instance, I remember a 

group of friends was filming their friend who was being searched by the police, unlawfully who 

was a black student, and the place being able to threaten the group with rest for filming them, and 

my roommate and I were up here thinking What do we do? Do we call 911? 

 

No, you can't call 911 on the police, we need some other form of community accountability, we 

need to understand, these instances are not... They're happening in our community, and they're not 

isolated instances, there are officers who do this every weekend, and I've seen it happen several 

times, and it's just... It's horrifying and traumatizing, and me and my roommate have followed up 

with our friends and acquaintances who this has happened to, and I know that some of them have 

been in touch with the local government here, but I just wanted to say that I've witnessed that these 

incidences more than I ever have in my entire life, and I've lived in many different places. And 

Tivoli is a place where racism is happening and it's happening quietly and it's being swept under the 

rug.  Madeline Sorry, you get your three minutes, they are up.. Okay, thank you. 

 

Thank you for sharing. Appreciate it. 

 

I did have a hand raised, but it just disappeared, Nick, via Rosa, if that was a mistake, if you can re-

raise your hand, I can unmute 

 

Okay, I currently see no hands raised, if anyone has anything they'd like to say... 

 

Sarah Mathews, I will unmute you now. 

 

Hi, my name is Sasha and... Wait, I'm sorry, I have a little window. 
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My name is Sasha and I'm a Tivoli resident and Bard student, also been living here for one year, 

and I'm really glad to be speaking right after Maddie because I wanna mention that same incident, I 

was one of the students filming the event and was asked by police to turn around, I turn my back to 

the police and to walk away from the situation, I was not at all close about 10 feet from what was 

happening, if you know exactly that corner in Tivoli.  The incident was happening on the corner of 

the lost sock and I was on the corner of hotel morey filming, so I was nowhere near close to what 

was going on.  In addition to that, when our friend was taken away, the police lied about the 

location that they were taking them to, and we wanted to follow... Not to intervene with the 

investigation, but to be able to bring clothes, water and identification to our friend, because we 

assume that because this is the law and the sheriff’s were involved, this person was going to be 

taken away throughout the weekend until Monday with... And Judge arrives, later on that night, the 

person was taken to a different location than what we were told, we told that it would be taken to a 

location 40 minutes away when they were actually 15 minutes away and were released the same 

night with no warning, no. 

 

No phone call available, and a lot of their belongings were isolated in their phone died, so if they 

had been released and we hadn't followed and gone to two separate police stations, we wouldn't 

have known where they were and they wouldn't have been able to contact us. 

 

And then I just wanna talk about in general. I do not receive a lot of information about what's going 

on with laws in Tivoli and to believe what ordinances that are passing. I know that it gets put out 

there and that someone will always say, Oh, but there's this file that you have to jump through six 

different hoops to go find, but it's there, we give you guys the information, that's not how it works. 

You know that you have a certain amount of people who live in this village, and we need to receive 

information in different ways, whether it be sending letters into everyone's PO box, you guys were 

very able to drop census packages on everyone's doors. Why can't you do that with laws, 

informations, ordinances, updates about what's going on in the village?  People who work on the 

trustee board, I know that you can do the leg work, and then the last thing that I do wanna mention 

is another incident that has happened where police had come to my house several times where we 

were having small get-togethers or even dinners where people are sitting up down in the circle, it's 

not even a function, and police will stand on the porch and not knock, But just stare inside the 

window, and that's happened to me three times, and I'm only lived in Tivoli for a year. So that's all I 

have to say, and I'm just like, You can hear my voice that I'm upset, thats that. Next on the list, I see 

Jeremy Greenberg, I’ll unmute your mic now. 

 

I thank you, I'm a Tivoli resident, my wife , and I have been here for several years, work full-time, 

we have four kids, so I'm real grateful for you having this forum, I thank the trustees, as I thank, 

Joel, for doing this, and thank Freddie and Bailey for joining us. 

 

I think for me, I had two things to say, and these are questions for  the Board, because there is so 

much turn over in Tivoli in the best way. I think this is an amazing place to live. I'm a white dude of 

privilege, so it's really easy for me to say that in a lot of ways, but there is a lot of diversity in 

Tivoli, and I think our kids are gonna be better for it, but because there's so many people who are 

part-time so many people who are full-time people of all walks of life, or I believe Leith brought up 

the network, the idea of network. 

 

What is a network and what does that look like? 
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Yeah, we're a small village, but things that happen in Red Hook affect us here, things that happened 

in Rhinebeck affect us here, and vice versa, what can we do as a community to start some sort of 

committee, perhaps that in an ideal way, have members of law enforcement members of the 

community, members of the Bard community, so that despite whatever turnover there is here, when 

students are here for, whether it's three months, four years, or they stay for the rest of their lives, 

that they feel welcome and they feel there's a place... They know these conversations aren't just 

taking place when there's a crisis in our community, but it's ongoing, perhaps it's a committee that 

comes up with ideas and can speak with our schools about these issues, and then it's just something 

that can grow into an ongoing healthy conversation that we can learn law enforcement and learn our 

concerns in a more direct way, students can feel like they know where to turn for these ordinances 

when they pass, because everybody's looking online for information and everybody's lives are so 

disconnected from from what... Joel you guys work your asses off, I know that, and a lot of us just 

stay at arm's length and 'cause we can.  But these kinds of issues have to be long... We have to be 

engaging each other in a long-term way so that law enforcement can change... And I'll just share 

one story I have very quickly, if you don't mind... Yeah, so you got a only 10 seconds. 

 

Okay, I'll share it. It's about law enforce. Now, I look forward to sharing it live again, if we can get 

this kind of committee going if we get around, and again, you wanna re-raise your hand, you're 

welcome to... Thank you, appreciate it. 

 

Alright, Nick, via Rosa, I’ll unmute your mic now.  So I think to continue on like what we're talking 

about is that specific incident, that Sasha is talking about other people, I was also there and 

experience a thing that's a... Yeah, it, if you can get closer that would be great, okay, thanks. 

 

In that same incident, and I was thinking about a white person who was directly talking to the poles, 

and it kind of made me think about how in the meantime, while we look for other methods and 

getting the police out of Tivoli I think a lot of what we understand de-escalation with policing, 

because it does put a lot of people in harm, definitely escalates the situation. 

 

And also, I think something that's been talk at is the broader community, and I think for me, the 

way the board and a lot of the residents have made it seem like to allow residents to call the police, 

it continues to make us feel unsafe and so I think part of the responsibility is definitely addressing 

it, but also not just pushing other methods, but well, pushing other methods, ensuring that people 

are not calling police and going to the other methods, sticking to that. Yeah, yeah, I kind of just 

speaking to that same type of issue the other night on Montgomery, walking home stopped off at a 

friends house,  and within five minutes of being there and maybe a group of 10 people chatting at 

socially, socially, distance, not violating any Corona guidelines sort of loud, but by no means 

yelling or being out of control, we hear from the neighbor, shut up people have to work, I'm gonna 

call the police, and that's A... The first step that people jump to in this town, so I guess this is a 

question for people who live in Tivoli, generally, what makes you feel comfortable calling the 

police, what makes you think that that's not something that's necessarily violent necessarily of 

dangerous people, necessarily creates distance between you and your neighbors that are students or 

your neighbors that are younger than you, and I guess additionally, how can you get more creative 

and how can you not make that something that your children feel is the first step for deescalating 

conflict, because Tivoli is a super small place, if someone were gonna knock on my door and be 

like, Hey, you're being super loud, and I think this is true for a lot of people, it's... We're respectful. 

We're college students, you have an understanding of what it means to be a part of the community. 

So yeah, I'd say that we just need to start opening up these channels between students and non-
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students who live in this town and making it inclusive because I don't know, people are put in 

harm's way when you bring the police into a community that only has seven black people, maybe 

15 people of color. 

 

And why people are calling the police for a Bluetooth speaker in the back yard during the mid... 

During the summer, you know, I... I now, I Toyah. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Sarah Mathews I’ll unmute you now. 

 

Hi, I'm Hail Sheffield. I am no longer a Bard student or resident, but I actually just wanted to 

respond to both Nick and Nikos point in 2018, I actually had a conversation with the Joel in which 

you told me that you beg Tivoli residents to call the police when people are being loud. 

 

And I just think it's important to note that you, as the mayor said to the Bard students, not only you 

feel like Tivoli could continue without us and that you don't need us, but that you encourage Tivoli 

residents to call the police us... And I... We're having this conversation now when everyone's being 

very respectful and listening, but it needs to be reminded that two years ago, your opinion on these 

things was quite different and it was very much... So if you don't like it, you can leave. And I think 

it's important that you address this and sort of or acknowledge the way in which you were 

encouraging these things to happen and allowed them to happen by encouraging non-Bard students, 

encouraging Tivoli residents to call the police on us and lead to this brutality that has happened 

multiple times. 

 

That's it. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Jay, I will unmute you now. 

 

My name is Jake, I've been a Tivoli resident for maybe a year and a half, and I'm a Bard student, 

and I just wanted to respond to Jeremy's point about the sustainable community network building, 

and also echo Nick and Niko's points that if a community network is to be established I think it's 

very important that it would be exclusive of law enforcement or ex law enforcement. At Bard, there 

was a transition between the head of security, I think maybe last year, and after that transition, the 

new head of security is ex law enforcement, and since that transition, there has been a notable 

increase in police presence on Bard’s campus, and just to... To to echo that point, in Tivoli, I think 

if there were to be a community network in which law enforcement or ex law enforcement were 

involved, as I think maybe Tye mentioned, that could still encourage police presence or be more on 

a I don't know, tolerant of police presence when I think what, with Jeremy's point and what all these 

Bard students are expressing is that we need to create a different and more creative community 

solution, community-based solution, where maybe there's health professionals or people who are 

trained in de-escalation or conflict management, or just people who have professional backgrounds, 

and I don't know, Human Resources or something like that, to be on call or to be available when 

there is a community issue that isn't violent, that isn't posing any kind of threat to the community, so 

just being really thoughtful about if there's a community network to be established. 
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To be really thoughtful about that community networks. Composition. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Amy Breedlove, I will unmute you now. 

 

Hi, Amy Breedlove a nine-year resident of Tivoli, I just... What I'm hearing is there's sort of triangle 

here, which is bar, the village and police and the Bard students seem to be singled out and targeted 

for policing, neighbors are calling the police on neighbors for things like children on a car hood, 

and then we have aggressive and inappropriate policing by three different police agencies. 

 

So I guess my question is on that triangle, where is Bard in all of this... They're an institution. 

 

Their students are living here, we have shuttles, what are they doing to help this situation, and then I 

think to the village trustees and to the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, what can we do to help get 

communications or a hot line as someone suggested, so that neighbors are not calling the police, 

who clearly are aggressive and over-policing and over-stretching their bounds in many ways to try 

and open up civil dialogue between each other as opposed to police actions. So I'd like you to look 

into that. And then also, what can we all do, I think, to get reform and better policing and better 

training, 'cause the aggression is pretty rough. 

 

Thank you, Amy I have a Walker. Bankson 

 

I’ll unmute you. 

 

Yeah, just to build off Hail’s point about inviting the police into the village, from my interactions 

with the police, they are... They seem overwhelmingly encouraged and able to come here and just 

show up beyond doing any level of enforcement, they're walking on the street and they want to be 

doing that. I've spoke with several officers, one specific occasion in which they talked about 

competing over being able to break up the Bard party in Tivoli, there's a serious problem with you 

guys encouraging them to show up and be on the neighbor's neighbor thing. Even further than that, 

they have an idea of their presence being really desperately wanted by the village, and that's your 

guys's responsibility to deal with... Thank you. Walker. So I currently do not see any hands raised, 

if there's anyone else who would like to speak.  Tye Holtzman, I will unmute you now... Yeah, just 

to bounce off, Hail’s point and Walker’s point, it is so, so clear and it has been clear for years to 

Bard students, there was the very, very distinct point in time when the police presence in Tivoli 

expanded by a very, very large degree and every single Bard student knows when that happens. I 

remember it vividly because even if we haven't lived in Tivoli our entirety of our college experience 

here, we've been coming to Tivoli and is very quiet. There was a particular point, and I think that's 

also addresses Amy's point, asking what Bard is doing, there was a very particular moment in which 

Tivoli decided to pit itself against Bard students when the town government decided to over-police 

Bard students and to bring police here, and I think it's difficult to ask What is Bard as the institution 

gonna do when Tivoli as a town, the town government has chosen actively to distance itself from 

Bard students to over-police Bard students and to therefore make their relationship with Bard 

College as an institution more distant and less strong. 
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Thank you. 

 

Sarah Matthews, I will unmute you now. 

 

Yes, in addition to that, just talking about more creative methods that we can approach these things, 

because there's even points where... Well, also, in addition to Walker's Point, there's also just ways 

that the police feels so comfortable in Tivoli. They're so confident walking down the street to the 

point where I have been followed also from my house to someone else's house, just trying to figure 

out if I'm going to a party, it's not even that they've received a noise complaint or any information 

that something is going on, I've been followed walking alone from my house to a friend's house, 

and they do that often, and they've done it to other people, whereas for example, a couple weeks 

back, I was having a fire in our yard, and just one person came and had been called him said, Hey, 

you guys can't do a fire, can you put this out? Just pour water on it, and we said, Okay, and then it 

was done, and that was honestly the only time that... And it was a community member, and it was 

the only time that I've never been in fear of having a function shut down or my get together, being 

visited by someone who is external, whereas if I were playing music or if someone had called for a 

noise ordinance and the police had come, I would have been in fear for my life in my own house on 

my property that I pay rent for, work for, I work at Hotel Tivoli I am a person who spends and 

receives in this community. There's no reason that I should be in danger from the people who are 

supposed to help me, even the people who come in the community and tell us to put out these fires 

are way... A fire could actually burn down the house, you know what I'm saying? And they were 

way nicer, and someone who is following me from my house to my friend's house, and I'm not 

doing anything dangerous. That's it. Thank you. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Daniella Dooling, I’m unmuting your mic now. 

 

My name is Daniella Doong, and we've been residents here for about 12-13 years. I'm also a 

professor at Bard, and I just wanted to go on record saying that I was opposed to the noise 

ordinance when it passed, I didn't participate in that decision or didn't say anything at the time, but I 

did forsee... At that time that it was going to increase police presence and target Bard students, I 

think from what I'm hearing today, and all of the examples that students are bringing up, really 

points to the fact that I think that the noise ordinance needs to be looked at again, and we need to 

backtrack on that, there should be... There should be no reason that neighbors are calling the police 

because somebody’s got their speaker up too loud or is having to loud of a party, we're a small 

town, and people should be able to just go over to the person, call the person, text the person and 

say, You're keeping us up. We live on Montgomery Street, and sometimes people are too loud and 

it's not always students, most of the time in where we are, it's not the students that are making the 

most noise, so... But we don't call the police, and I don't think that we... I think there's too 

much..police presence in Tivoli period. I don't think we should have the police in Tivoli, unless it's 

an absolute emergency, I think we should have some other kind of neighborhood system in place, or 

a neighbor or a town constable or somebody that we could call instead of having called 911 because 

somebody is having a party. 

 

I think that would alleviate a lot of the problems, and I do know for many years of being a professor 

here and also being in close proximity to the MFA program, that it's more often not students of 

color, and students and faculty of color who are targeted by residents, sometimes and definitely by 
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the police, and some of the stories I'm hearing today are, I've heard these stories many times, and it 

doesn't... It's not just Tivoli, it's Red Hook it’s Germantown and it’s Hudson, but we need to figure 

out a way where we don't have to contact the police unless it's an absolute 911 emergency, which 

none of these things are... And police should absolutely not be patting down and searching students 

getting off the shuttle, that just is a violation of their rights, so I feel my time, and I don't know if 

the one thing the... Okay, thank you. 

 

Thank you, Virginia Manning I’ll unmute you now. 

 

Okay, hi, I'm Grey, I'm a Bard student and Tivoli resident. 

 

I just wanted to say, I'm hearing a lot of talk about how the police need to change their behavior and 

a lot of, I guess, more things that... More of a legal level, but I feel like also the nature of the 

relationship between Bard students and other Tivoli residents really needs to change. I think that a 

lot of other residents of Tivoli have this attitude that Bard students are disposable and are a nuisance 

to the community, and really don't appreciate the vibrancy that I think Bard students bring to this 

community. I think a lot of the ways that other Tivoli residents can treat Bard students... Is 

inappropriate? I personally have been yelled at by residents, not really for doing anything, but I've 

been told to get out of the town. 

 

I get it in very rude ways, and I know a lot of other people, especially students of color, who have 

experienced the same thing, and I think that there needs to be some initiative taken to foster a 

relationship between the Bard students and other residents of Tivoli before something can really 

change, because if the alternative to a police like…. 

 

I guess policing the community is like a neighborhood watch or something, I think it won't really 

change the level of hostility that's... I feel like directed at Bard students, unless the neighbors can 

somehow foster a relationship with them, and I personally have found that Bard students are more 

than willing to foster relationships with their neighbors. I'm always trying to connect with my 

neighbors, and I've found that it's often the Tivoli residents that are less receptive, but I think if we 

are to progress in any way, something about the hostility needs to change. Be dialed back. 

 

Thank you. 

 

And I do wanna know, and I know there's one folks we raising their... And we're gonna try to get to 

the folks who haven't spoken yet, and there's time... If there is a gap, we'll get back to you, so I just 

wanna make that clear.  Kathy O’Connor, I'm going to unmute you now, Thank you. 

 

First, I'd like to say to all the Bard students online here today that a goodly number of us in the 

community have sincere and deep appreciation for your presence in the community. 

 

I can't tell you how many times. You've greeted me with a smile. You've watered the tree in front of 

the village hall helped me do that, to make that new planting flourish, you've done numerous ways 

to enhance my village experience. So I wanna say thank you for all of you for being here. 

 

A main gripe I personally have about living in this village is our lack of diversity, and you help to 

mitigate that in some aspects. I'm distressed listening to people talk today about injustice or 

inappropriate activity on the part of law enforcement and my fellow residents in town, and I think 
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it's an absolutely bottom line that we treat each other with courtesy and respect in every single 

instance. 

 

A big thing that's been brought up in this discussion is the need for increased communication 

between various sectors in the community, and I applaud that, and I hope that that's something that 

comes out of this event today, and if I can be a help in any respect, I'll lead the banner for Bard 

students. 

 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Thank you, Kathy. 

 

Teddy Vermillion I’ll unmute you now. 

 

Okay. 

 

Not getting audio. It looks like you’re mic is unmuted. 

 

Okay, sounds good. 

 

Alright, so Teddy will come back in a moment. 

 

Masha, I will unmute you now. 

 

And then Teddy will get to you. 

 

When you're back. 

 

Everyone, my name is Masha, and I've been a resident of Tivoli for about two years now. I am 

currently not a Bard student, I used to for two years ago, I just wanted to say that I witnessed police 

patrols in town, and it is overwhelmingly clear to me that they specifically target students, I think 

that's not a surprise to people. I witnessed a party of with us to not name names, so I want of a long-

term time resident who his throwing parties in their backyard very, very often, and people just seem 

to... get used to it because we all love them and they're great people, and why not throw a party in 

your backyard sometimes, and I don't remember any time that police would just stop and shut them 

down because of the noise ordinance, and I also would like to just ask when the noise ordinance 

was, passed was trying to find that information online, when was it passed, and how many Bard 

students, residents got a chance to vote. 

 

I got a chance to go on what time does the ordinance start and whether it should be a thing at all 

and... Yeah, that's about it. 

 

Thank you, Masha.  Tank you, too. 

 

Thank you. 

 

I... What are you just... Yeah, can you hear me now? 
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Yes, we can't think. Cool, well, yeah, it's kinda gonna say similar things about these ordinances and 

how we passed who's voting on them, and I've only been a resident here for about a year, and 

maybe it's just me not reaching out, but I think kinda similar to how we all just got this email, we 

should be just getting emails about ordinances that are about to be passed or town legislation and 

rules, so we can all be actively participating, like when the ordinance passed, I heard from a lot of 

people that I was just passed in the summer kind of behind closed doors with people that approved 

of it, which is just shameful, and a lot of people have said, and I appreciate you, Kathy saying, I 

appreciate our presence in the community, 'cause a lot of us care about this town, the community, 

and we wanna be more active in it... But when things are being talked about behind closed doors 

without our knowledge of anything happening, it's like... I just don't know what to do at that point. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Nick Villarosa 

 

Give me one second. 

 

Okay, I said Good. 

 

One thing that we do talking about for alternative solutions is that I know when the whole pandemic 

started going on, our Tivoli essentially got divided up into sections and got different leaders for 

each section in order to help deal with people who needed mutual aid in terms of getting groceries 

or people who are immune compromised and were unable to leave home and a lot of people pull 

together in order to help make our village safe in the wake of a really dangerous situation, I would 

argue that police brutality operates similarly in this town, and is very much so a pandemic, at least 

for the students of color here.  It might be invisible to a lot of people here, but it affects every 

element of the way that we live and navigate in Tivoli. And so I feel like something that could, 

speaking to Grey’s point, about find a way to bridge the gap between Bard students and long time 

Tivoli residents is kind of creating that type of task force that was able to come together so quickly 

in the wake of Covid.  I know that for my part of Tivoli, I live right above the wine Store, so Felicia 

is my point person if I needed anything in relationships it with pandemic, and I know that there's a 

lot of Bard students who if they got a text at 1 AM and they signed up for it to go talk to their peers, 

to be like, Oh, it's kind of loud. Would you mind turning down the music... I know I wouldn't mind 

doing it. I know a lot of my friends wouldn't mind doing that either, so creating that type of 

network, creating a relationship to location, so it's not just some random person that you don't see 

on a day basis coming to your door could make people feel a lot safer and... We've done it before in 

this town, it's not something that's far fetched, far flung or impossible for us to be able to to do it 

would take a spreadsheet. 

 

Yeah, thank you. 

 

Romi Boucher. I will unmute you now. 

 

Hi, my name's Romi. I grew up in Tivoli, I'm now no longer resident, that I was a resident there. 

For about 12 years, I would say, I was sitting in my car at the shore, which I’ve done many times 

just sitting there watching the river, a police car came up to me and assumed that by sitting in my 

car that I had drugs on me, he then searched my body without a warrant and searched my car 

without a warrant, I do not have anything on me, and even regardless if I did, I don't know who 
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called me. I'm assuming that which I've seen happen before the police were just sitting there waiting 

for someone to pull up, I also know that I’ve sat there are many times, as I said before, and this was 

not... If this is a law that we're not allowed to there none of this information is made clear to the 

town and to its citizens. 

 

Yeah, that is what I have to say. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Daniella Dooling, So it looks like your audio is not currently enabled, so I'm unable to unmute you, 

but I see that your hand is raised, if you're able to trouble-shoot your audio, be sure to circle right 

back to you.   

 

Leith, I will unmute now, I just wanna speak again to the efficacy of sort of hyper-localizing a task 

force or network like that as Niko suggested. 

 

And maybe give a positive testament to my friends, and I had a pretty large party last November, 

we had a lot of people at our house and yard all around, but prior to it we wrote Handwritten letters 

to our neighbors, which was definitely an extra step, but we were trying to come across personally, 

let them know that we were their friends, we hear whatever, it's just a communal thing with our 

names and numbers, giving them the time of the party, A just asking them, Please, we don't want 

any police here. Let us know if anything's going on and no one called the cops, and if we were able 

to do that in that one moment, if Mayor Joel and the trustees, if you could take that on as actually a 

much larger community Project, an initiative, and tell residents not to call the police on one another 

very easily just be heard, and a different system could be enacted, and it's not difficult to take 

something small like that and re-create it, especially when there are these interpersonal relationships 

that could be forced through a task close... 

 

I think also to an earlier piece, Amy, I think that you brought up about what can Bard as an 

institution do here... 

 

I think part of what I hear that is that because of this rift between students and long-term Tivoli 

residents, it feels like the institution is the factor that is somehow going to facilitate the civil 

dialogue or talk to the students about what residents qualms, but... But has its own campus that is 

disconnected from where we are, we are creating our own community here, and the point is that we 

created it together, so if the things that residents raise in the same way, they should come to us, civil 

in the civil man, in a community manner and let us know what the issues and concerns also that we 

can work toward writing community policy, but isn't Penal law in the same sense that makes 

everyone feel safe and respected. Thank you. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Daniella, if your audio is up, I will unmute you now. 

 

Can people hear me? 

 

Is that an... Okay, great, I'm Daniellea I recently created a Black Lives Matter Facebook page 

because there's a Tivoli Facebook page, Tivoli neighbors, and I posted a simple question asking if 
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there were any local protests or anyone would be interested in organizing a protest with me, that 

post got over 250 comments. One of them, someone use the N-word, one of them, someone called 

me a different breed of human trying to incite violence in this town, and about a dozen people 

assume that because I posted about protesting, I assumed that I was trying to incite looting and 

rioting. Meanwhile, at the exact same time, another white resident of Tivoli was posting events for 

local protests regarding Black Lives Matter, and she didn't get a single comment or backlash. 

 

And because of that, I created the Black Lives Matter Tivoli/Red Hook page. 

 

Since then, it's... I think we... It's been a great place for dialogue, but it's very much an echo 

chamber of allies, and I have been following a lot of Facebook communications within the 

community because it's hard to watch the community interact when we're all in quarantine, but 

there's a very clear divide between the political parties and beliefs, and I think so far, the Tivoli 

government and the Red Hook Authorities themselves haven't done enough to denounce these 

racial, these hate speech, and they're even spouting hate speech propaganda, which is dangerous in 

and of itself. 

 

When I created a page, I actually had a mother of a mixed child reach out to me and said she felt 

safe and I was the same way. I've been here for about three years. I've never had a negative incident 

with anyone from resident of Tivoli until I posted and tried to make myself part of the community, 

and I was basically told to get out, and this mother of a mixed child told me that she now worries 

for the safety of her son, so I just wanted to bring up the importance and the actual... Even though 

it's very like, Oh, it's just Facebook. There are people out there in our town making these comments 

supported by other people in our town, and they are given as much validation as anyone else who's 

just trying to say Black Lives Matter, so my two cents is basically... I would just like to see a 

stronger response that isn't from Tivoli authorities that isn't just Against Racism, but anti-racist 

going, taking a strong anti-racist stance and then... Thank you. 

 

Yeah, I won't take any more time. Thanks, thank you. 

 

M-Jay, I will unmute you now. 

 

M-Jay, I work at Tivoli General, feel like I've been around and I look in for a year, I’m a Bard 

student too, and I think the main thing I wanna touch on is I feel like I know a lot of locals and 

everyone was super cool for the most part, but the point is moving outside of this song chat, and 

that's what I'm posing towards the trustees and the mayor and whatever, is you have to be able to 

find a way to facilitate a conversation with the people who are acting very hateful, and the people 

who are being disrespectful in the community, and because there's only so much thought, the people 

who are signed on to the zoom obviously have something to say, I wanna be heard, and it's super 

cool that this is happening, but it's not... It's the bare minimum. You all need to be having 

conversations like things like that on Tivoli neighbors, Facebook shouldn't happen. 

 

And it's obviously it's a long-term thing, but it should still be something that when it comes to 

networking, it is the entire Tivoli community, and it's not just like this selective group of people 

who want to see change, it's moving beyond and it's educating and it's reaching out, and that has to 

do with a lot of the community, but there has to be initiative that will be heard and the outcomes, 

unfortunately, from the people who are on the board of trustees and stuff. So that's all I have to say. 
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Thank you, Eric Cannan. 

 

Oh, I will unmute you now. 

 

Hi everybody, my name is Erin Cannan, and I work at the Bard Center for Civic Engagement. 

 

I let folks know that there is a far representation here as someone who works on civic engagement 

and civic responsibility, I very much appreciate the way the board of trustees, the Mayor, the 

Deputy Mayor, have moved through this conversation... I know the college is committed to joining 

the conversation in any way useful and helpful... We have lots of folks at Bard who work and live 

in Tivoli and in Red Hook generally, and wanna do our best to try to foster a sense of 

communication and openness and transparency, and I know that students have questions about the 

way Bard works and it's transparency. Students have way questions about the way Red Hook town 

works. So it is, I think in lots of ways that are are... We can organize ourselves to... And some of 

that is going to be good models from the way I think we organized ourselves through the covid 

crisis that I think can be a way forward and inform how we can get together and think through what 

makes sense so that it's a sustained conversation, 'cause I think some of these conversations have 

been happening, I think there's been a lot that's been fostered through door-knocking, welcoming 

new residents, the potlucks that Emily’s spent sponsoring. Generally, there's been a lot more 

organized deliberate connections that have been made, and I think we just have to enhance those, 

and some of those have to be led through the citizenry, and some of them have to be led through the 

government, I think we... To figure that out. And I think some of them can be fostered and led from 

Bard, so how we do that, what that looks like a... Is that long sustained work, I think that is left to 

still be done, but I just wanted to let everybody know that we wanted to make sure there was 

representation here to listen as well, and then people wanna have continued discussions on this and 

how to organize them.  We’d be happy to be at the table in a way that seems in... It feels organic 

and reflects the interests to Tivolians, and I think that's all I have for now; Thank you. 

 

Thank you... 

 

I saw Christina Jones, I saw your hand raised, but it went away, so if that was in error, Please do 

you re-raise your hand and I’ll circle back to you, and I will unmute you now, Madeline Buzzby. 

 

I... Well, I just like to add that although the conversation about the relationship with being students 

and the other residents of Tivoli is a really important one, the police presence in Tivoli and police 

brutally happening within these departments is also negatively affecting other people of color who 

are not students in this community, and for the large part, for whatever reason, haven't really been 

included in these discussions, and I would just like to call on the board of trustees to better facilitate 

that in the future, to try to involve other members of color in our community who are not a part of 

the Bard student group who mostly got this information through our emails to really make sure that 

everyone is involved in this, and I'd also just like to voice concern towards an incident that I didn't 

witness, so I'm not gonna provide a lot of details. 

 

Granted, less information, but many of us know that a few weeks ago, there was an incident on 9G 

where there was a very large police response at a home of the family of color, and I'm not gonna 

talk about the details of what happened, but... I've heard that this was potentially prompted by a 

racist  call, and that this is possibly in violation of the law, so I would just like to ask the board of 

trustees to be in communication with that family who was affected by that, and that... If it was 
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indeed what you are hearing, it was that we as a community come around to support that family and 

help them pay any legal fees related to that incident. I think that's our responsibility. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Masha, I will unmute you now, I just wanted to provide some clarification on my question before; I 

know the noise ordinance was passed in 2012. I was wondering what year it was passed in. And I 

also have heard a lot of desire from certain members of this community to maybe not hold Bard 

accountable, but have Bard help with encouraging the students to be... To members of this 

community. And while I understand that it's useful to have help and communication from every 

possible way, I do feel like it is no more about Bard’s responsibility than doing that for students that 

decide to live in Hudson or a Catskill . And I understand there's a lot of Bard students in this town 

way larger than those towns that I just mentioned, but at the same time, they are all adult residents 

of this town for the time that they live here, in the time that they pay rent, and they should be treated 

as such, and we as a community, treated as a given by this time, considering how many years Bard 

students have been a very, very important vital part of this community. Okay, thank you. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Christina Jones, I see you raised your hand. I will unmute you now, everybody, I'm Christina. I'm in 

the process of moving into right now, I just wanted to go back a few comments ago to late comment 

about being intentional about digging into interpersonal relationships and strengthening those 

within the community, so that we can kinda depend on our neighbors as opposed to going to the 

cops... And I just wanna say, to add on to that point, that black people do not need to be do gooder 

in order to deserve being protected, we're just regular people, and we're tax payers and residents, 

just like Sasha said, just like all of you, and we deserve the same sort of respect and protection from 

law enforcement than everyone else expects to receive, so my point is very brief, but it's just that 

you shouldn't expect black folks in your community to be any more helpful or sweet or docile or 

whatever you think to deserve to be treated with peace because, yeah, we deserve it just like you do, 

regardless of how our behaviors may or may not cause you to think that we weren't... Protection. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Thank you, puppy. I will unmute you now puppy. You are unmuted. 

 

So there might be an error with the audio for the account puppy, so you can troubleshoot that, I'll 

circle back to you if I still see your hand raised in a moment... Nick Viarosa, I will unmute you 

now. 

 

Yeah, I think definitely, I was thinking about this in references talking about examples and 

definitely very related to Christina's point, that the June 18th night, the... But we could think of... 

And Tivoli friends and have a celebration in our friends back yard, we talk to the neighbors and 

none of them had a problem with it, not just the neighbors next door, starting neighbors. And that 

night, I may Emily, you came by and talked to...turn the music down, I think we did. And then 

again, won’t name names because you were here, but on a shame and request by the Deputy Mayor 

and told us to turn it down again when they told us that specifically, but they couldn't hear the 

music from the street, and so it felt like... In some ways, it felt like a lack of taking us seriously to 

what Christina said, When I think generally from the board, because also it made me think about the 
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chalking event, and I've heard from a lot of people that Joel you were posing with some of the 

things that said, Make Tivoli a safer place and get the police out of Tivoli, I'm taking photos with 

this side signs and whatever, and so I think there is a seriousness that needs to be addressed around 

this and not when you’re all forced to be serious because I don't know. The overwhelming tone has 

been that until we flood your emails and really shoved in your face... That it is not something that 

should be taken seriously. Yeah, thank you. 

 

So puppy, I see you there, I’ll unmute you in a moment, and then Liza McCrae, it looks like your 

audio, call on you after puppy, but looks like your audio is not enabled, so if you're able to turn that 

on, I'll call on you after puppy... Right puppy, I’ll unmute now, so I'm on a road trip, so that's why 

my audio is really bad, but I just wanted to speak to the two different things, one... To speak to Erin 

from Bard, I think Bard has a really big problem with letting cops on campus and it needs to... 

Other than... Sorry, just one quick thing just, if you can... You probably were not here in the 

beginning, just a word, using people's names as possible. 

 

Okay, thank you. 

 

Okay, sorry, sorry, I was just speaking. Okay, sorry. Alright, okay, so yeah, so Bard used to have an 

ordinance where the cops were not allowed to drive through and Bard, and that has been lifted in 

recently, and I think that was a huge step back... I don't understand, my um racial profiling and 

racist encounters that their students of color is experience with the cops. Why would they bring the 

cops back on to their campus and also... And then secondly, speaking about the chalking event, I do 

think it's really important that the mayor takes this way more seriously than he was, at least on the 

chalking event, but I saw... And I think it's important that he actually take the steps to not try to... 

Just because he's not using the police department, not try to police a situation as if civil public 

works, he is doing a similar situation, it's like he has to seriously listen to the residents who are 

asking and calling for the community, mutual aid groups and the groups to support each other in 

regard to these noise ordinances and various other situations. 

 

So I...Thank you. 

 

Liza McRae. 

 

It looks like your microphone is still not enabled... If you're able to enable your microphone, I can 

call on you after Sarah Matthews... 

 

I'm just gonna mention that right now, this is happening right now on the YouTube comments there, 

someone who's coming at Bard students, so just so you know that it's clear that this just happens on 

the daily and that people aren't afraid to do this clearly here Erin you mentioned that you want to 

bridge a gap between Bard College, and that hasn't been happening, and it's been a mission that 

multiple people who have also been in your position before you and probably who will be in your 

position after you have been trying to work on and it's just not being done on Tivoli’s part, and I 

just don't understand why this person, first of all, feel the liberty to say things like this, and I'm just 

gonna... Cool, and their name is on the YouTube, so I don't need to be naming names, and even 

though we're not naming names, it's such a small community, you know who you are, if I'm talking 

about you, and this person says, I don't believe this is relevant, students I'm just passing through. 

 

So like it was mentioned earlier, students are disposable students... Are you relevant? Whether you 
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like it or not, this is a college town, Bard has been open since 1860, and it's gonna keep being open 

as many problems as we may have, there's always something to criticize about an institution. 

 

This school is here... Is gonna be here for a long time. You're gonna have turnover. I know you guys 

feel like the students just span here for four years and disappear, you're gonna be working with the 

same age group until the day you die, so you all need to actually wake up and understand what the 

fuck is going on... I'm sorry, I don't mean to curse, but you all need to wake up and understand what 

is going on, this is a college town, whether you like it or not, we run the businesses, we work... The 

businesses, Tivoli General is X-bard students. I work at the corner, my parents go to the corner 

when they visit me. They stay at these hotels. At the air bandbs. They stay in your homes. Are you 

really afraid of your neighbors who are US and who are yourselves I’m done... Liza, I still see your 

hand is raised, but I can’t unmute your microphone, it looks like you're... My phone is still not 

enabled, so I'll just keep an eye... I don't want you to think I forgot about you, but if you're able to 

turn on your microphone, I can do that.  Kathy O’Connor I will unmute you now, I am back again. 

And I want to say that I’m a member of the league women voters, and I would like to encourage all 

the Bard students who are residents here to consider possibly submitting a change of address so that 

they are legal voters in our local district. 

 

And so I wanna mention that our league of women voters of the Mid-Hudson region offers a free 

membership to all full-time students, which enables you to get a publication, so from the state 

league as well as the National League, and stay abreast of their positions and I encourage your 

involvement. 

 

The local later election has been a transferred to September 15 this year, there's still time to register 

your change of address so that you're eligible to vote in the village of Tivoli. And I'd be happy to 

talk with any you about League and election matters, kathyo’connor@lwvMid-

Hudson@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Anna, I will unmute you now; I want to echo what a number of people have said about the... The 

absolute importance and not just like they bring reality, they bring money, they bring things into 

this community, kind of comments, but Bard students are as... This community, they are in figure. 

 

Let me first say, I'm not a Bard student, I wasn't... I was foreign here mostly wasn't raised here, 

moved back here two years ago, and I just wanna emphasize that. 

 

Yeah, exactly what Sasha says this. It's not just because the exact people who are here change that 

this is ever gonna not be a college town, so we should have systems in places we've been talking 

about basic level suggestion for long-term resident neighbors, when new neighbors move in get 

their numbers, give them yours, acknowledge, embrace them; when I moved into my apartment my 

next-door neighbor gave all of us plants. 

 

Good job. And as many people have said, Bard students are extremely respectful. Not, again, as 

Christina said, not that they... Not that anyone should have to be docile and constantly respectful to 

feel safe in the community, but if you're just looking for cooperation, like we really are gonna get it 

99% of the time to reach out to people. Connect to a community, like I've been saying. I also wanna 

talk about specifically how this noise ordinance is often mobilized in... Was that specifically 
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targeted at students, and in particular, in reference to parties that were happening, how... I think 

there's often... 

 

I don't know, affinity in that case, there are calls against this... I'm thinking about how there are 

always exceptions that we make to something like there's the fact that we put up with fireworks so 

fourth of July, there's the fact that I don't think anyone's ever called the Noise ordinance on the 

corner on a New Year's party, there are things that we accept as joy in our community, joy and 

parties and times where things get loud and then to sort of have it always be the students or 

specifically a very important black holiday. To make that the focus. I feel like there's a certain edge 

to stuff like that, where there is a degree of lack of insight... In my community members, for seeing 

the importance of a holiday... So the importance of a party, that doesn't necessarily need to be the 

racial thing, but the importance of joy to a student, Okay, you may not be experiencing it that very 

night when that parties happening, we've had a long day, but when it becomes the thing where we 

incorporate the cops or don't just have to call any sort of... Even if it's a community based system 

how quickly at .    Sorry; that’s three minutes. Yes, as a right. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Yes, I saw, I think Sasha you joined a second time, so I'm gonna go ahead and unmute your mic, are 

you there. 

 

Yes. 

 

Okay, great. I just wanna say that this is a heartbreaking meeting, and that I did as a community 

member when they were passing this ordinance, volunteer to create a group that I called mothers 

with sheet wrinkles and we would be mothers who were woken up in the night; Our sheet wrinkles, 

and I thought we'd be kind of scary and we could talk to kids and tell them to quiet down or 

whatever needed to be done. 

 

I was not... for whatever reason, the town chose not to listen to that, and I think this meeting today 

is just heartbreaking, and I really hope that the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor really listens to this and 

maybe there's unintended consequences, and here they are, and it's real. 

 

So I think we need to get rid of this noise ordinance, and we need to really look at our police. I don't 

think we need them. 

 

And as a mother, the local police played cops and robbers with my son when he was a little kid, and 

it didn't help, it was just a game... Anyway, that's all I have to say. 

 

I thank you; Ken McCarthy I’ll unmute you now, thank you. And I wish I could get my video 

camera working, but it's not... Okay, number one, the minute somebody steps foot in Tivoli, they’re 

protected they should have full protection of all of the law and the respect of everybody, so whether 

they're here one second or 100 years is irrelevant. 

 

I was joking when I said I lived here 180 years, that is just one of those things that...joke, how long 

have you lived here? 

 

Doesn't matter. 
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And whether somebody's here working as a student, or working as somebody working here 30 

years, it's the same thing. Really, I don't really see a distinction. 

 

The other thing I wanna say is, I don't know if this will make the students feel any better, there are 

people here, and I'm gonna use the word who are assholes to everybody, some guy threatened to 

burn our house, to my wife threatened to burn our house down because he didn't like the fact that he 

asked her to stop mowing the lawn at 8 o'clock in the morning on Sunday. 

 

So these things happen. So we have to distinguish, I think it was Martin Luther King, He said, I 

can't have everybody love me, but I want protection of the law by everybody, so I don't know what 

we can do about people that are just deranged and don't know how to behave correctly, but I sure 

know what we can do about The Law enforcement acts here, okay. And I started this out by saying 

they're disrespectful to everybody... 

 

Okay, waiting in the shadow is trying to get people for not a... I don't have a personal grievance 

with it, I know a family here, extremely poor, starving poor. a $100 fine for not having his seatbelt 

on so well, that took food off his children's table, the cop couldn't have just said, Hey look, you 

gotta wear it; it’s gonna make everybody  safe. But instead, he was fined, and then he went to the 

court and he was made to pay $100... This is a... A long-time resident, not a student. So there's a lot 

of disrespect to people here, that's what we need to address, and then the mistreatment of minority 

students, absolutely disgraceful, the village shouldn't take another breath until that's handled at the 

level of who's ever running the cops... At the city level, at the county level, and at the state trooper 

level, that needs to be a Monday morning thing. 

 

That is an absolute disgrace. 

 

That's all I have to say. 

 

And I love the idea, by the way, of having a local person be the party person, they work from A to 

midnight and their job is to hang out and go to people's house and say, Can you keep it down? We 

do not need cops for that, and good thing my video camera isn't showing, 'cause I'm turning 18 

different colors of red. 

 

Thank you, I will unmute you now, Jeremy Greenberg. 

 

So I guess this would be a question for Joel and trustees. I would certainly welcome the opportunity 

to hear from law enforcement in Dutchess County, whichever branch it is, as part of this... Just 

moving forward, because it seems when we keep this dialogue compartmentalized, as constructive 

as this conversation may feel to us is... Can compartmentalize. 

 

So I'll say one experience I had, and this happened, I have a documentary theater company here, 

and we were telling a story, local story about people of color in our area, and since live where we 

live, it's very hard to get actors of color here, hired actress from New York City to come up. And I 

rented several houses in the area, a few in Tivoli and a few in Rhinebeck. 

 

When we were in actors who were in Rhinebeck, we were at their house the first night there, a 

beautiful home. 
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I had not told... Is my own fault. I suppose I had not told the owner of the home that the actors were 

black actors. 

 

When I drove by the house after our production that night, there was a cop car in the driveway, and 

I went inside and the actor was very upset, the cop had gone to the back door... Had chosen to go to 

the back door. 

 

Now, I bring up this story because we have so many guests coming in, I believe it was Sarah who 

mentioned her parents come to stay people rent... They use... Their homes is Airbnb for the RB, 

whatever it may be. I would be so curious why some of the decisions, and Leith mentioned when 

the car was was just sticking on the road, why did the cop have to go to the back of the house or 

along the side of the house. If you can knock on the door. Knock on the door, but this conversation 

if we're having it here that's great, but I would so encourage us to continue a larger conversation 

perhaps Marc Molinaro can organize, help organize something that can be wider spread in Dutchess 

County that we can all take part of, smaller local levels to get a healthier conversation about how 

the police are operating in this village and in the area in general, I think it would be constructive 

and can be... Thank you. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Finn McMurray. 

 

I will unmute you now.  My name is Diego, and I've been a resident of Tivoli for a year, clearly not 

that that matters, 'cause we all a lot to say about this, but it is frustrating that I have been coming to 

Tivoli since about 2015-2016, and I've heard stories of police presence in this town from so many 

different people, and this kind of lack of transparency about the legal framework seems to just be 

something that's going around for years here, and it's only getting drastically worse. And just as a 

reminder that this is a conversation that obviously needs to continue, but it's something that needed 

to be had a while ago, I think, and really needs to just in this moment right now, be taken actually 

seriously and referencing the chalk event that was so... Disheartening to personally see that as I... A 

reaction from our trustees, some of them a playful kind of posing in front of what is clearly a 

serious conversation that is overdue. 

 

Very, very overdue to... Yeah, and that's it. That's about it. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Virginia Manning, I will unmute you now… So I want to go back to the idea of the community 

building and sort of having volunteers instead of police, I know we just have a new fire department 

that has been built with ambulances, and we have volunteer first responders who have already 

committed their time to helping people and trying to bring this community together and they are not 

armed, I think even as a short-term solution, having that network available to the community to just 

to disband parties as an alternative to policing would make people feel generally safer, and it's 

clearly a network that's getting stronger as it was just rebuilt. And people have been talking about 

that a lot. That's all I have to say. Thank you. 

 

Thank you.  Leith, I will unmute you now, I just want to address one more thing as we do talk about 
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community building and sort of in regard to the comments on the livestream that everyone can see 

there, and that's... Yes, we here to talk about the nature policing in Tivoli and how we as the 

community and at that sort of state station violence, but we do also have to talk about interpersonal 

racism and how it manifests here, if I'm sitting on my friends lawn at times with two of my other 

black friends, we feel like a bio-diversity indicated for the neighborhood, people will come by and 

they're like, I live in a good neighborhood. Look at all these black people. 'cause three of us sit 

together at once, it's so painfully homogeneous here, and so what happens is, I don't know 

personally, the racist residents, obviously, because they're not trying to associate with me because 

they are racist, but that whether it's hiding in the comments of the YouTube streaming section, or 

following a car or whatever, the nature of those things, and they’re part of what makes it unsafe, 

what makes this community feel unsafe for students of color, for black students here. 

 

And I think that's a large part of the piece, it's a lot, there are many more students of color at Bard 

College, but also do not feel comfortable coming to Tivoli at all, people that don't live here, and that 

is part of bigger piece to things. 

 

Thank you. 

 

I saw Walker Bankston, I saw your hand raised, but it went away, so if that was an error, please do 

raise your hand again.  Tye Holtzmann, I will unmute you now... Yeah, I think what I just... That is 

incredibly important and speaks to how we need to deal with the problem with policing in Tivoli, 

especially when we think about the fact that it's not just people who are calling the police because 

they feel it's the only thing they can do to get students to quiet down, there are people that are gonna 

be calling the police because they want the police to show up to the houses of black students, 

they're gonna be people who are calling the police because they want them there, and I think that 

speaks to the importance of re-allocating the funding that we as the town are spending somewhere 

in between, I think it's around 15 000 a year, right now, maybe 17 000 a year to contract officers 

from Dutchess County Sheriffs Office, and I think it's important that we invest that money 

elsewhere in Our Town because as long as there are police available around here, they are gonna be 

weaponized by racist people against the people who called... That live in this town. 

 

Thank you. 

 

I currently do not have any hands, raced, if you would like to speak, please do raise your hand, we 

have about 15 minutes remaining in this session. 

 

Alright, puppy, I see your hand raised. I will unmute you now, so I... 

 

I don't know, can you hear me? I was... My service I... Okay, so also just speaking to Tye’s point, 

sometimes the cops aren't even called and I've experienced just walking home from a party or 

something, or driving back... When I lived on campus, driving back home, sometimes the cops are 

just lurking, they're just lurking in the town somewhere and waiting to pull someone over and 

harass them, basically my... I know a lot of Bard students, whenever they've been pulled over by the 

cops, at least in my freshman sophomore year, it always ended with them being pulled out of the car 

and everybody's searched in the car, my own car has been searched several times the cops will look 

for reasons to harass and I guess terrorize Bard students and the people of color and black people 

who live in Tivoli, and so I think just speaking to Tye’s point is really important to just examine 

why the US... How much we're going to as a town, let the cops into our town, her just in general, 
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even if they're not called to, let them in lurking in the shadows, etcetera, etcetera. And yeah, that 

goes towards where we put our money and etcetera, etcetera, so that's just also a point that I think 

needs to be thought of in an... And they linger in the park, you can see them lingering in the park 

over by the Tivoli water tower, and there's been times when I was fully stopped in that parking lot 

part and a couple role on free to make sure that no one in my car is drunk or something, or has 

drugs on them, and it's like there's no reason that that should be happening just period, so... Yeah, 

that's just my point. 

 

Thank you a walker. I will meet you now... Yeah, I just wanted to reiterate that I feel like I really... 

A lot of people have been upset about the cops being able to just walk in to our house upon hearing 

a objective level of noise, and I really went through a seats on everything about how that came to be 

and if that actually is in the law, 'cause I've really studied the law handbook and there's nothing that 

really actually points to that being legal, so any actual information on who was there when that vote 

happened, whose idea that was how you possibly could think... That's okay. Would be great to have. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Thank you. So Masha, I will unmute you now... Again, I just wanna say that aside from the fact that 

police in general needs to be defended in abolish can be built from the gift and not into something 

that is police, that the person who works full-time at the only pub/bar in this entire area. 

 

I've happened to be the person who lives in direct line, police oftentimes patrol students going from 

the shuttle to the bar, and yes, I have experienced the students somewhere in between 10:30 to 

midnight being loud walking from the shuttle to the bar and nowhere in my mind not a single time 

did I feel like those moments of possible inconvenience that I experienced maybe trying to go to 

sleep and so the window next to those crowds of students that are going from the shuttle to the bar, 

never did I think that... that I should call the cops, or scream at the students or in any way prevent 

them from just making their way in the brief, 5 minutes that they take from the shuttle to the bar, I... 

 

I just think it's completely inappropriate that is seen as such an awful inconvenience as if I just don't 

think it's that big of a problem, I understand it might be a bigger problem for somebody is maybe 

for people with children, but as far as I know, I am one of the very few houses in direct line from 

shuttle to the bar, so there shouldn't be any reason why the students are being patrolled in that area, 

that's the... But it. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Thank you. 

 

We currently have 10 minutes remaining for all the names or have their hands raised currently, or 

have spoken before, so I'm going to just go in the order that you raise your hand, if you have not yet 

spoken, and would like to participate. Raise your hand and I will move you to the top of the list for 

everyone can speak, at least once. So next we have Virginia Manning, and I'm unmuting you. 

 

I just wanted to further highlight the usefulness of community intervention because now I feel like 

recently substance use has been coming up, Francis touched on it, and I think a few other people 

touched on it, Masha touched on it, and I understand a community concern about students drinking 

and doing drugs. And I understand why some people might feel that they need to be police, but I 
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feel like the police have never really played a useful role in engaging with the students about 

substance use, and I don't think that controlling them between the bar and the bus is a useful way, 

ate any situation about substance use, there was an incident a long time ago, like three or four years 

ago, I think, where there was a serious substance abuse problem on campus, and it was, to my 

knowledge, mostly resolved without any police involvement, it was resolved through community 

engagement and community intervention through the school, and never at any point was it 

necessary for the police to get involved, so I think that just highlights the fact that if the town does 

have an issue with any of the substance use, I guess being engaged with by the students, the police... 

Policing them is not the answer. I think that maybe if people are really that concerned about it, than 

the town should hire counselors or something to talk to the students and try to figure out what the 

problem is, but I also think that it's worth noting and appreciating that this is also very normal 

college age behavior to drink and to do drugs, especially if it's not hurting anyone, I don't think that 

I have ever witnessed any acts of destruction or vandalism by drunk students, I... 

 

I can't think of a single incident where an inebriated student has caused any harm to the town in any 

way. 

 

Thank you. Then Danielle Riou. I will unmute you now. 

 

Can you hear me? 

 

Yes, a. great, thanks for organizing this everyone, I just wanted to echo the points made about the 

community network idea, I think it's a really great idea, and I would be happy to help facilitate that, 

however I can... I live in Tivoli, I've lived here for a really long time. 

 

I do wanna say one thing about the noise ordinance issue, which I was here and at those public 

hearings when they were taking place, I have to say that was the time where I saw the most Bard 

students ever come to a meeting at the village hall. 

 

It was great to see students actually participating in the public hearing process precisely because it 

was something that was a direct concern to the student, so I don't want anybody here to think that 

student involvement was not part of that process at... It very much was. And so I think that's 

important to know that said, of course, people, we're clearly learning the noise ordinance and its 

unintended consequence has brought a level of police intervention that is causing a lot of harm. So I 

think if we can come up with an alternative plan, and I think there would be lots of ways of getting 

that information out to people who might be really interested in knowing what the alternatives are 

to calling the police when there's a noise issue or whatever, else, I do think it is true. I don't 

remember exactly who was making this point, several of you had... There are people in the town 

who will just call the police, and I don't know exactly what we can do about that, I don't know if 

that's necessarily the place of the Village Board to be leading that intervention. I think that's a really 

hard thing to do. I think if we all live in the same... We all have to just learn to talk to each other in 

different ways, and some of us can maybe take on more of that work than others for various 

reasons, which I'm game to do and I've always done, but... So I think we also have to be clear, like 

if we're all talking about... Well, we're all adults here, then we have to be really clear about what 

that means, and then we have to say, alright, well, then we don't lean on the school or we don't lean 

on other things to solve those problems for us, and I think we need to I also work at Bard, so I know 

both sides, so I just feel like we're here as Tivoli residents were here as people who live in a 

community together, so that's how we deal with this, so we work on that level, and I think we will 
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have better results, if we work on that level, but anyone just put my name down for whatever that 

committee might look like, and I'm happy to do some of that legwork. 

 

Thanks. 

 

Thank you. 

 

I think we have time for possibly one more comment, Allen Coulter. I'll unmute you now. 

 

So it is not unmuting you... Let me... Can you hear me... Yes, we can hear you. 

 

Oh, I was gonna say, I'll make it quick...I wanted to thank the students who spoke today because it 

was enlightening for my wife and me, because as fairly recent residents here, full-time residents, 

three years in Tivoli, but on the edge of Tivoli where we don't experience the goings on in the 

middle of town. 

 

But it's very enlightening to hear what they said. And again, useful. I think one of the issues that I 

can see going forward, I think would be challenging, is the fact that I think in these kind of over-

zealous reports of what was just described beautifully described as normal college behavior.   Let’s 

face it, drinking and a certain amount of drug use on a minor scale is not A-typical… 

 

I think that even my generation, that was common, so I think that this kind of over reaction that 

represented something else, which is the scism that we recognize that exists in the country, I think 

one of the challenge is going to be going forward, is to enlist those who are making those calls, 

because we notice that there's none of those people on this call, there's no one here complaining 

about the students, it's all people who are empathetic with the issues that have been raised, so it's 

curious to me, and not surprising that the people that make these calls, the people who write these 

screens on the Facebook, especially violent and racist to the comments are not showing up in these 

meetings, and I think the challenge is going to be able to reach those people and try to find some 

human connection there because I think that is part of the issue, and I think it should not all be fall 

of the students to make all of these overtures to the young woman said, so why should they have to 

behave in some extraordinarily polite way, although obviously useful. 

 

That must flow both ways and to change... To me, it's also... It seems to me all of the shows also the 

resents who are raising the place to come forward and speak open and honest and not hide in the 

shadows of Facebook. So anyway, that's something I think that will have to be addressed. 

 

Yeah, we are at the end of our time for this session, I wanna thank everyone for sharing your 

experiences, your concerns, your comments, your questions with the board, the board has heard 

you, as they mentioned, this is the first step of many... I wanna share some contact information with 

you if you did not get an opportunity to speak or if there's more that you wish to share as well, I've 

had some messages asking for her contact information, she said that I can share it, her email is... 

cannan@bard.edu or civic@bard.edu, she's the Dean for civic engagement. 

 

If you did not get an opportunity to speak or if there's something that you would like to share, 

please email mayor@tivoliny.org.  Additionally, the contact information for all of the Board 

Trustees is available at tivoliny.org; phone numbers and emails. 

 

mailto:mayor@tivoliny.org
http://tivoliny.org/
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If you would like to get in touch with the Commission for Human Rights with Freddie or myself, 

you can email DC Human Rights at dutchessny.gov. 

 

Thank you again to everyone for sharing your experiences, and we look forward to the next steps 

with you. 

 

Goodbye.  
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